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The EOWC’s Recommendations
Recommendation 1: 
That the Ontario Government work with the Federal Government, the Association of the
Municipalities of Ontario, the EOWC, and municipalities across Ontario to build a
strong, reliable fiscal framework that enables local governments to contribute to a
more prosperous province. All orders of government must work in partnership to
deliver results.  

Recommendation 2: 
That the Ontario Government ensure rural and small-urban municipalities receive
tailored support necessary to deliver on mutual goals around housing, infrastructure,
and growth‑related projects to strengthen communities and the economy.

Recommendation 3: 
That the Ontario Government invest in trade and transport-enabling ports across
eastern Ontario to strengthen the ‘Highway H O’ corridor and enhance provincial,
national, and international trade competitiveness. The EOWC applauds provincial trade-
enabling investments to-date. 
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Recommendation 4:
That the Ontario Government establish a regulated paramedic college to accelerate
training, standardize professional practice, and enable an expanded scope of care. This
approach would support flexible models that meet the diverse health needs across
various communities, and bring Ontario up-to-date with other provinces across Canada.

Recommendation 5: 
That the Ontario Government pursue a collaborative approach between the provincial
government, municipalities, and the policing sector to ensure that OPP services
remain affordable, transparent, and sustainable for municipalities and taxpayers over
the long term.

Recommendation 6: 
That the Ontario Government include more rural and small-urban communities as
part of the Building Faster Fund . 

Recommendation 7: 
That the Ontario Government work with municipalities to ‘Solve The Crisis’ across
communities of all sizes and address homelessness caused by addictions and mental
health that continues to create a community safety and humanitarian crisis across the
province. 



Background 
Strong communities are the foundation of a strong Ontario, and the EOWC
stands together with the Ontario Government as partners. 

Municipalities, both small and large, are the governments closest to the
people. They understand their communities best and are essential to
delivering the services Ontarians rely on every day.

The EOWC urges the Ontario Government to work collaboratively with
municipalities to establish a modernized fiscal framework that reflects a
long-term, coordinated approach to strengthen Ontario’s economic resilience
and improve quality of life for residents across the province.

For over a century, municipal responsibilities have expanded without a
matching increase in financial resources. Today across the country,
municipalities manage over 60% of Canada’s public infrastructure but
receive only 8–10 cents of every tax dollar. While provincial revenues have
shown signs of grown in the post-pandemic period, municipal revenues, reliant
on property taxes, have remained flat or declined.

By investing directly, predictably, and sustainably in municipalities, the
Ontario Government can empower communities to make tailored, forward-
looking investments. These include maintaining and building new municipal
infrastructure like roads, bridges and water wastewater plants, providing
innovative and diverse housing solutions, and modernizing paramedic services
to enhance health delivery and outcomes and save tax dollars.

Ontario’s future depends on empowering local governments to meet growing
challenges and seize new opportunities. The EOWC looks forward to
continuing its partnership with the Ontario Government. Let us work
together to build a stronger, more resilient Ontario, and Canada as a whole.



The EOWC Inc. is a non-profit organization advocating for 103 small urban
and rural municipalities across eastern Ontario. The EOWC covers an area
of 50,000 square kilometres, serving 1.1 million residents. For more than 20
years, the EOWC has gained support and momentum by speaking with a
united voice to champion regional municipal priorities and work with the
government, businesses, non-profit organizations, Indigenous leaders, the
media, and the public.
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