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An Anchor for Regional Resilience:
Eastern Ontario’s Agriculture Sector
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Agriculture - farms and related support activities - is a $4 billion / year business in Eastern
Ontario. This is the third-largest private sector industry in the region (after manufacturing as a
whole, of which resins & rubber is the region’s leading sub-sector).
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An upstream sector, food manufacturing, exports $3.4 billion / year out of the region and
agriculture itself exports nearly as much: $2.7 billion. Without trade disruption, agriculture
was projected to remain stable through to the end of the decade. A 10% decline in agricultural
sales represents a revenue loss of $413 million annually. Direct and spinoff job losses:1,493.

Job Impacts in Eastern Ontario of a 10% Decline in Sales in
Agriculture Sector
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Agriculture: the Region’s Fourth Largest
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Eastern Ontario’s agriculture sector is able to supply roughly three-quarters of its own
inputs and labour, and imports the balance of its requirements ($571 million). The sector
exports nearly half of its total production to markets outside the region.

The region’s agricultural sector is the fourth largest export sector, after resins & rubber, food
manufacturing, and electrical equipment. Trade disruption could dramatically reduce
overall sales and specifically exports. Exports are dependent on the balance between
international and intra-provincial or interprovincial trade. A 10% decline in sales would
mean a $60 million decline in payroll and -1,493 fewer jobs.

$1.19 Billion in Inputs Comes from Five Supply
== Chain Partners

The agriculture sector relies heavily on chemical manufacturing ($584/year million) as well
as animal food manufacturing ($346 million) and the energy sector - both petroleum-
based and electricity ($226 million). Reduced purchases from the agriculture sector due to
trade disruption puts $1.19 billion of economic activity at risk along with associated jobs.

Top 5 Subsectors Affected $ Value of Purchases
from Subsectors

Pesticides, fertilizer and other agricultural

. . $548,663,096
chemical manufacturing
Animal food manufacturing $346,995,825
Petroleum and coat product manufacturing $135,479,501
Electr!cal‘ povyer generation, transmission $65,585,022
and distribution
Grain and oilseed milling $56,542,192

Total at risk: $1.189 billion
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