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The EOWC's Recommendations

Recommendation 1:

That the Federal Government work with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities and
mMunicipalities across Canada to build a strong, reliable fiscal framework that enables
local governments to contribute to a more prosperous Canada. All orders of
government must work in partnership to deliver results.

Recommendation 2:

That the Federal Government deliver on Prime Minister Carney’'s promise to “make
municipalities whole,” and ensure rural and small urban municipalities receive
tailored support necessary to deliver on mutual goals around housing,
infrastructure and growth-related projects.

Recommendation 3:

That the Federal Government invest in trade and transport-enabling ports across
eastern Ontario to strengthen the ‘Highway H20' corridor and enhance both national
and international trade competitiveness.

Recommendation 4:

That the Federal Government consider strategic investments in municipalities and
other subsidiary industries and supports across the country as a means of
advancing the commitment to allocate 1.5% of GDP toward critical defence and
security-related expenditures, including new airports, ports, telecommunications,
emergency preparedness systems, and other infrastructure investments identified in
the Defence Investment Pledge.

Recommendation 5:

That the Federal Government ensures that municipal governments of all sizes are
included in the design and implementation of Build Canada Homes, and
appreciates the unique Municipal Service Manager role in Ontario.

Recommendation 6:

That the Federal Government recognize and support Ontario municipalities around
their unique legislative responsibilities to own and operate community housing, as
well as municipal long-term care homes.

Recommendation 7:
That the Federal Government support the modernization of paramedic services, that
municipalities provide, by:
e Injecting targeted federal investments to relieve pressure on paramedic systems
e Strengthening federal coordination to expand the role of paramedics in national
health and emergency response
e Establishing a national focal point for federal leadership and collaboration



Background

Municipalities, both small and big, are the governments closest to the people.
They understand their communities best and are essential to delivering the
services Canadians rely on every day.

The EOWC joins our partners at the Federation of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM) in calling on the Government of Canada to work together with
municipalities to establish a modernized fiscal framework. This renewed
partnership would reflect a long-term, coordinated approach to
strengthening Canada’s economic resilience and improve the quality of life for
all Canadians.

For over a century, municipal responsibilities have expanded without a
matching increase in financial resources. Today, municipalities manage over
60% of Canada’s public infrastructure but receive just 8-10 cents of every tax
dollar. While federal and provincial revenues have grown in the post-
pandemic period, while municipal revenue - reliant on property taxes - have
remained flat or declined.

By investing directly, predictably, and sustainably in municipalities, the
Federal Government can empower communities can make tailored, forward-
looking investments. These include maintaining and building new
infrastructure projects, providing innovative housing solutions across the
continuum, modernizing and scaling paramedic services, and enhancing
community health and well-being.

Strong communities are the foundation of a strong country. Canada’s future
depends on empowering local governments to meet growing challenges and
seize new opportunities.

The EOWC looks forward to continuing its partnership with the Government
of Canada to build stronger, more resilient nation.



About the EOWC

The EOWC Inc. is a non-profit organization advocating for 103 small urban
and rural municipalities across eastern Ontario. The EOWC covers an area
of 50,000 square kilometres, serving 1.1 million residents. For more than 20
years, the EOWC has gained support and momentum by speaking with a
united voice to champion regional municipal priorities and work with the
government, businesses, non-profit organizations, Indigenous leaders, the
media, and the public.

Working on behalf of

1.1 million residents
across eastern Ontario
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EOWC Members

County of Northumberland

County of Peterborough

United Counties of Prescott and

Russell

Prince Edward County

County of Renfrew

United Counties of Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry

County of Frontenac
County of Haliburton
County of Hastings

City of Kawartha Lakes

County of Lanark

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
County of Lennox and Addington
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CONTACT THE EOWC

Bonnie Clark, EOWC Chair
Warden of Peterborough County

Meredith Staveley-Watson
Director of Government Relations and
Policy
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